PREFACE

THIS BOOK attempts a brief survey of those historical forces
which have chiefly determined our political and economic his-
tory in the past, and proceeds to examine in the light of the
lessons of history the causes and the probable consequences of
recent events. Inevitably, since I have been writing on history
and politics for many years, I have said in this book some things
that I have said elsewhere, but the synthesis is new and the
purpose of this book something which I have not before
attempted, I am, however, greatly indebted to my regular
publishers, Messrs, Collins, for permission to quote here and
there from my Introduction to the History of England and my study
of Britain and Europe, 1900-1940. On my book on England
in the Modern States Series (the rights in which belong to the
publishers of this book) I had expected to draw quite freely, but
in the event only a few pages have been relevant to my present
purpose. My thanks are also due to Sir Charles Petrie and Mr.
Stanley Morison for advice on subjects on which they are more
expert than I can claim to be, and to the Reverend Philip
Hughes for his great kindness in letting me see the proofs of the
first volume of his forthcoming history of the Reformation in
England. I am proud to be the first to acknowledge my great
indebtedness to this fine work. Finally I must thank my former
secretary Miss Margaret Cornwell for her patience and skill in
typing and retyping this b$ok from a succession of drafts which
to any one else would have been indecipherable.

I would add two warnings. Firstly, this is not a short history
of England. I have only attempted to give, as briefly as
possible, the minimum of historical background which, rightly
or wrongly, I believe to be necessary to an understanding of the
revolutionary events of the present century and the problems
which these events pose for us all to-day. Secondly, I have
concluded my historical commentary with the outbreak of war
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